Butterflies

There are between 15,000 and 20,000 species of butterfly worldwide. In the UK there are 56
species of butterfly and 2,000 species of moth. What kind of butterfly would you like to be and
what would you do if you couldn’t find any flowers? What would you say to the flowers when you
found them? And what would the flower say back to you?

Little known facts on the Butterfly

e Butterflies are one of nature’s pollinators. Some flowers can only be pollinated by butterflies.

e Some caterpillars have the ability to inflate parts of their head to make them look more big and scary like a
snake when in danger of being eaten.

e Many butterflies migrate over long distances. For instance the Monarch butterfly will fly 2500-3000 miles
from Mexico to North America in order to breed.

e Many butterflies taste with their feet or tarsi.

e People used to think butterflies were witches or fairies in disguise stealing butter, cream and milk. This could
be the reason for the name butterfly.

But why are Butterflies important?

¢ Butterflies are not major pollinators of our food crops, but various moths are important for some wildflowers
and commercial crops such as tobacco.

e Butterflies are an important part of Nature’s food chain, so if you can see a good number in any one place it
is likely to mean that there is a lot of biodiversity.

e Butterflies are part of our cultural and spiritual heritage. Artistic depictions of butterflies date back to as long
ago as 3500 years ago. Butterflies feature in literature from novels to fairy tales, from Shakespeare to

Wordsworth. They are mostly symbols of lightness, freedom and nature.
¢ Butterflies inspire artistically as well as scientifically. The study of how light is scattered by the wings of
swallowtail butterflies, led to the innovation of more energy efficient lighting.

How climate change will affect Butterflies

¢ Britain’s butterflies and moths are in decline due to climate change and changing farming and forestry
practices butterflies have already suffered huge losses across Europe due to habitat loss.

¢ Climate change is causing the majority of butterfly species to head north. However this isn't always possible
as land use change means that the areas of suitable habitat are now often too small or far apart for
butterflies to travel between them.

e There has been a 77% decline in their distribution since the 1970s.

o If average temperatures rise by 4°C by 2080, over 95% of the land presently occupied by 70 different
butterflies in Britain would become too warm for continued survival.

The world without Butterflies
We would lose an important pollinator of wild flowers as well as their contribution to our cultural heritage and
great beauty.
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